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A call to action
This plan calls on all of us at Mohawk College, whether or not we 
have “climate” or “sustainability” in our job titles (as staff) or 
future careers (as students), to incorporate new ways of thinking. 
It recognizes that we are all part of the collective solutions to 
climate change. 

This plan asks us to envision a campus that aligns with our 
values, and a leadership position in our community, with global 
resonance. It is ambitious. But it is also very much possible.

What will enable our success is continual and progressive 
action, starting today. We need to design consistent 
policies that signal our investment in climate action. 
Near-term planning today will put us on the right track to 
realizing our long-term objectives. 

This plan seeks to build from the foundational successes we’ve 
obtained, to set bold new steps in our immediate future, to build 
towards a vision that shows the rewards of our accumulated 
efforts. A sustainable campus culture, from now to 2030, will be 
more resilient, relevant and inclusive and ensure that we have a 
clear and defined roadmap to get us to our 2035 goal of net zero.

With this plan, we will remain flexible in our actions, leaving room 
for new ideas, technologies and opportunities along the way. But 
we are resolute in one single value—climate action is immediate, 
necessary and requires us all to participate.
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Definitions and references

1 Teaching: Two Row and Dish with One Spoon Wampum Covenants. Evergreen, published in 
2022: futurecitiescanada.ca/portal/resources/teaching-two-row-and-dish-with-one-spoon-
wampum-covenants

2 Sixth Assessment Report. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), published in 
2022: ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2

3 Climate Action Fast Facts. United Nations, accessed 2023: un.org/en/climatechange/science/
key-findings

4 “Net Zero” 
Greenhouse gas emissions due to human activity are the dominant cause of climate change 
since the mid-20th century. Net zero, put simply, is the state in which the greenhouse gases 
going into the atmosphere from human activity are balanced by their removal from the 
atmosphere. 

The term net zero is so important because when this state is reached globally, the warming 
of the planet will stop progressing. Although net zero refers to a balance achieved through 
both reduction and removal, it cannot be achieved without taking bold climate action today to 
eliminate the key sources of emissions. 

What is Net Zero? University of Oxford, accessed 2023: netzeroclimate.org/what-is-net-zero

5 Special Report: Global Warming of 1.5 Degrees Celsius. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC), published 2018: ipcc.ch/sr15

6 “Low Carbon Economy”
Low carbon economy refers to an economy based on energy sources that produce low levels of 
greenhouse gas emissions. To achieve net zero emissions globally, it is necessary to decouple 
our economy from high-emitting energy sources. Carbon dioxide is by far the most common 
and therefore most significant greenhouse gas, and “carbon” is often used as a shorthand for 
all greenhouse gasses.

7 “Decarbonization”
Decarbonization refers to the process of reducing carbon dioxide emissions by switching to 
low carbon energy sources. Carbon dioxide is by far the most common and therefore most 
significant greenhouse gas, and “carbon” is often used as a shorthand for all greenhouse gases.

8 Action on Climate and SDGs. United Nations Climate Change, accessed 2022: unfccc.int/
topics/cooperative-activities-and-sdgs/action-on-climate-and-sdgs

9 “Limited Use of Offsets”
Limiting the use of offsets means that we will prioritize reducing emissions first, and reserve the 
use of offsets to only emissions that cannot be reduced

futurecitiescanada.ca/portal/resources/teaching-two-row-and-dish-with-one-spoon-wampum-covenants
futurecitiescanada.ca/portal/resources/teaching-two-row-and-dish-with-one-spoon-wampum-covenants
http://ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2
http://un.org/en/climatechange/science/key-findings
http://un.org/en/climatechange/science/key-findings
http://netzeroclimate.org/what-is-net-zero
http://ipcc.ch/sr15
http://unfccc.int/topics/cooperative-activities-and-sdgs/action-on-climate-and-sdgs
http://unfccc.int/topics/cooperative-activities-and-sdgs/action-on-climate-and-sdgs
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10 Greenhouse Gas Protocol
Mohawk College uses the Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Protocol which sets globally recognized 
standards for companies and organizations to use when measuring and managing emissions. 
They are world’s most widely used greenhouse gas accounting standards: ghgprotocol.org

The GHG Protocol divides greenhouse gasses into three Scopes:

Scope 1 – Emissions that a company or organization causes directly by operating the things it 
owns or controls. 

Scope 2 – Indirect emissions created by the production of energy that a company or 
organization directly buys. 

Scope 3 – Otherwise know as “value chain” emissions. Indirect emissions from all other 
sources, from suppliers to end users.

11 Scope 3 Greenhouse Gas Emissions Guidance. Commissioned by CAUBO, prepared by 
Footprint, published June 2022: caubo.ca/latest-news/new-resource-available-scope-3-
greenhouse-gas-emissions-estimation-guidance

12 ”Electrification”
Electrification refers to the process of replacing technologies that use fossil fuels (i.e. coal, oil, 
natural gas) with technologies that use electricity as a source of energy.

13 Green Collar Jobs: The skills revolution Canada needs to reach Net Zero. RBC Economics and 
Thought Leadership, published 2021: thoughtleadership.rbc.com/green-collar-jobs-the-skills-
revolution-canada-needs-to-reach-net-zero

14 Two-Eyed Seeing and other lessons learned within a co-learning journey of bringing together 
indigenous and mainstream knowledges and ways of knowing. Journal of Environmental Studies 
and Sciences, Springer; Association of Environmental Studies and Sciences, vol. 2(4), pages 
331-340, November. Bartlett, Marshall, & Marshall, published in 2012: ideas.repec.org/a/spr/
jenvss/v2y2012i4p331-340.html

http://ghgprotocol.org
http://caubo.ca/latest-news/new-resource-available-scope-3-greenhouse-gas-emissions-estimation-guidance
http://caubo.ca/latest-news/new-resource-available-scope-3-greenhouse-gas-emissions-estimation-guidance
http://thoughtleadership.rbc.com/green-collar-jobs-the-skills-revolution-canada-needs-to-reach-net-zero
http://thoughtleadership.rbc.com/green-collar-jobs-the-skills-revolution-canada-needs-to-reach-net-zero


Learn more about Mohawk College’s  
Climate Action Plan

Get involved at  
climateaction.mohawkcollege.ca

To learn more about sustainability at Mohawk,  
visit mohawkcollege.ca/Sustainability

http://climateaction.mohawkcollege.ca
http://mohawkcollege.ca/Sustainability

